[Clinical efficacy of imipenem/cilastatin sodium in patients with respiratory tract infections caused by Pseudomonas aeruginosa].
The clinical utility of imipenem/cilastatin sodium (IPM/CS, Tienam) was studied in 9 patients with respiratory tract infections from whom Pseudomonas aeruginosa was isolated using transtracheal aspiration. The patients treated were 6 males and 3 females, with ages between 42 and 78 years. The infections diagnosed were chronic bronchitis in 5 patients, diffuse panbronchiolitis in 2 and bronchopneumonia in 2. P. aeruginosa alone was isolated from 6 patients and concomitantly with other organisms from 3. Clinical efficacy was good in 6 patients, fairly good in 1 and poor in 2. No side effects or abnormal laboratory test values were observed, except for a slight elevation of LDH in 1 patient. From these results, it appears that IPM/CS is a clinically useful antibiotic for the treatment of respiratory tract infections caused by P. aeruginosa.